
We don’t have a war.  Why do we need a 
peace treaty?

  --Israeli citizens, ca. 2010



Israel and Palestine



Aftermath of the 6-Day War:
• U.S. became Israel’s main arms supplier
• Settlements
• Religious Zionism
• Theory of Transfer
• Expanded Jerusalem
• Islamic Resurgence
• Increased terrorism
• 1973 October War



The Sinai Blunder: Withdrawal of the 
United Nations Emergency Force leading 
to the Six-Day War of June 1967, 
              by Major General Indar Jit Rikhye.













Israeli/Palestinian Conflict 

Israeli politics and elections

The current Israeli government (2022)

Judicial reforms and West Bank policies
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2011.  Israel on the beach.

We don’t have a war, so why do we need a peace treaty?



Palestinian Islamic Jihad 

acquires Katyusha rocket 

technology from Iran

Hamas accumulates Qassam rockets in 

Gaza.
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Salaam Fayyad’s Plan:
• Pursue peace negotiations with the US and the Quartet.
• At the same time, prepare for statehood.

1. Establish and implement the infrastructure needed by 
an independent state.

2. Build up our economy to reduce unemployment and 
make our businesses attractive to others.

This is a “bottom up” approach.  (As opposed to the “top down” 
of negotiations.)  When “bottom up” and “top down” meet, 
peace is forced.  

Plan went into effect in 2009.





2010 target companies:
• Ahava
• Delta Galil Industries
• Motorola
• L’Oreal/The Body Shop
• Dorot Garlic and Herbs
• Estee Lauder
• Intel
• Sabra
• Sarah Lee
• Victoria’s Secret

Key industries:  Arms, Drugs, Tech
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Settlement population growth

 West Bank settlers  Gaza settlers  Golan Heights settlers  Jerusalem settlers
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Israel has 2M people confined on its border who, on a 

daily basis, are learning to hate Israel.



Israeli/Palestinian Conflict



Kindergarten classroom in 

Beersheba hit by Grad 

rocket from Gaza
Explosion in Gaza, 12 January 2009, during 

operation Cast Lead.

2009, First Gaza War--Operation Cast Lead.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kindergarten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beersheba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BM-21_Grad


Israeli children run for shelter 

as an air-raid siren sounds.

An Israeli apartment building in Kiryat Malakhi that 

was hit by a rocket, killing three residents

Debris in Gaza after Israeli bombing

2012, Operation Pillar of Cloud

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiryat_Malakhi


Palestinians salvage what they can from the rubble of 

destroyed homes following an early morning Israeli 

missile strike in Gaza City, July 16, 2014.

Factory bursts in flames after rocket attack in 

Sderot, Israel, 28 June 2014.

2014, Operation Protective Edge

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sderot


2015 Elections



Ale 
Yarok

Balad

Piratim

Blue and
White

New 
Hope



Ale 
Yarok

Piratim

Blue and
White

New 
Hope



Yair Lapid

B Netanyahu

Naftali Bennet

Avigdor Lieberman



Societal Reforms



2018 Nation-State Law:

• Only Jewish citizens have the “right of self-

determination.”

• Hebrew is the nation’s only official language and 

Arabic is downgraded to “special status.”

• Establishes Jewish settlement as a “national 

value” and directs the State to promote 

settlement.



Ultra-Orthodox Conscription Law

• Ultra-Orthodox must serve in the IDF

• Reduced government stipends (to force Ultra-

Orthodox men to go to work)



Protests outside the Prime Minister’s residence after 
Netanyahu was indicted for bribery, fraud and breach of 
trust, 11/21/2019.
His trial began in 2021, will probably continue until 
2028-29.



Prime Minister exempt from prosecution:

• A sitting Prime Minister cannot be indicted for a 

crime.

Restrictions on the Supreme Court (Judicial Reform)

• Israel’s Supreme Court can no longer declare a 

law passed by the Knesset to be 

“unconstitutional.”



“Great March of Return”



March 30 thru May 15, 2018, The Great March of Return



Map of Great March of Return protests.

Casualty figures are for 3/30/18 thru 5/31/18 only.



Military deployment on Israeli side of the border.



Great March of Return, March 30, 2018.

18 killed, 750 wounded.



May 14, 2018.  Opening ceremonies for U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem.



Great March of Return.
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June 2007, Israel isolates Gaza



Abraham Accords



Middle East and North Africa (MENA)



Mauritania

Middle East and North Africa (MENA)



Politics,
4 elections, 2019-2021



Yair Lapid

B Netanyahu

Naftali Bennet

Avigdor Lieberman



Three former generals form the new, centrist Israel Resilience party.  

They combine forces with Yair Lapid’s centrist Yesh Atid party and run 

on a list called “Blue and White.”

Benny Gantz

Moshe Ya’alon
Gabi Ashkenazi Yair Lapid



Yair Lapid Benny Ganz

B Netanyahu



Yair Lapid Benny Ganz

B Netanyahu



Yair Lapid Benny Ganz

B Netanyahu



Weekly anti-Netanyahu/anti-Gantz demonstrations



Mansour Abbas,

of Ra’am
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Religious Zionism leader Bezalel Smotrich leads 

demonstrations against Naftali Bennett and the “change 

government.”  The Israeli far-right sees Bennett as a traitor 

to their cause and to Israel.  (Avshalom Sassoni/Flash90)

Naftali Bennet



Operation Guardian of the 
Walls



April 13, 2021—Israeli Memorial Day/1st Day of Ramadan

Israeli security forces stand guard outside the Damascus Gate 

in Jerusalem's Old City  (Menahem Kahana/AFP)



4/25/21.  Settlers from the Chavat Maon outpost attack 

Homra village, defended by five Palestinians, around 

noon.  These settlers have, in the past, vandalized the 

village’s olive trees.  https://taayush.org/?m=2021



A Palestinian woman scuffles with an Israeli border 

police officer during a protest against the forced 

displacement of Palestinian families (AP 

Photo/Mahmoud Illean)

Sign in Arabic reads "We will not leave," on the walls of the 

Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood

Friday, May 7, 2021.  Weekly Sheikh 

Jarrah demonstration.

May 7, 2021—Sheikh Jarrah demonstrations turn violent.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheikh_Jarrah


Violence escalated on Sunday, May 9.

May 9, 2021—Palestinian violence and police retaliation erupt in 
Jerusalem.



Palestinians barricade the mosque and throw rocks at the Israeli police.  

Credit...Mahmoud Illean/Associated Press

May 10, 2021—Jerusalem Day, 28th Day of Ramadan.



70 settlers attempt to break into 

al-Aqsa Mosque, May 10, 2021.

May 10, 2021—Jerusalem Day, 28th Day of Ramadan.



Palestinians clash with Israeli security forces at the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque compound on May 10, 2021. Mahmoud Illean / AP

Israeli police run after a Palestinian demonstrator at Al-
Aqsa Mosque on May 10, 2021, in Jerusalem.  Laurent 
Van Der Stockt / Getty

May 10, 2021—Jerusalem Day, 28th Day of Ramadan.



Rockets are seen in the night sky fired toward Israel from 

the Gaza Strip. - Anas Baba/AFP via Getty Images

Including new types of rockets, the SH85 and 

Ayyash missiles, fired at Ben Gurion Airport, 

Ramon Airport, Tel Aviv and Beersheba. – 

Algulf.net

Hamas employs more sophisticated weapons.



Israeli air strike on the Hanadi compound, in Gaza City, 

on May 11, 2021.  Mohammed Abed / AFP / Getty

Israeli airstrikes in the southern Gaza Strip on 

May 11, 2021. (Ibraheem Abu Mustafa/Reuters)

May 11, 2021—Israeli retaliation on Gaza.



Israeli reservists. Israeli soldiers fire a 155 mm self-propelled Howitzer 

at targets in the Gaza Strip.

May 13, 2021—Operation “Guardian of the Walls” begins.



Smoke and flames rise from an early morning 

Israeli air strike in Gaza City.  (The Atlantic, 

5/15/21)

Buildings are blown apart during Israeli airstrikes on 

Palestinian militants in Gaza City May 14, 2021. 

Reuters/Ibraheem Abu Mustafa

May 14, 2021—Israeli airstrikes hit “the Metro.”



What is different this time?

• It began with Israeli Palestinians.

• All Palestinians, Israeli, East Jerusalem, West Bank and Gaza, 

rallied to support each other.

• Hamas stepped forward to defend the al-Aqsa Mosque and 

Israeli Palestinians rather than Gaza.

• Hamas fielded considerably more sophisticated weaponry than 

in previous conflicts.

• Support for Palestinians was openly expressed in the United 

States, including the news media.

• Members of the U.S. Democratic Party in Congress openly 

questioned Israel’s actions and U.S. military support for Israel.



25th Knesset
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B Netanyahu



25th Knesset, elected November 1, 2022 
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25th Knesset, elected November 1, 2022 

Benjamin Netanyahu,
Prime Minister

Bezalel Smotrich,
Religious Zionist Party
Minister of Finance

Itamar Ben-Gvir,
Otzma Yehudit
Minister of National 
Security

Yitzhak Goldknopf,
Agudat Yisrael
Minister of Housing 
and Construction

Avi Moaz,
Noam
Deputy Minister, 
Jewish Identity

Aryeh Deri,
Shas, Deputy PM, and
Minister of Interior 
and Health

Cabinet Ministers:



25th Knesset, elected November 1, 2022 

Benjamin Netanyahu,
Prime Minister

Bezalel Smotrich,
Religious Zionist Party
Minister of Finance

Itamar Ben-Gvir,
Otzma Yehudit
Minister of National 
Security

Yitzhak Goldknopf,
Agudat Yisrael
Minister of Housing 
and Construction

Avi Moaz,
Noam
Deputy Minister, 
Jewish Identity

Cabinet Ministers:

Yariv Levin,
Likud, Deputy PM and
Minister of Justice



Judicial Reform



1. Judicial reform:
• Eliminate Supreme Court’s overview of government actions.
• Government-controlled committee selects judges. 

2. Expand the authority of the Rabbinical Courts.
3. Require Israeli citizens to abide by Jewish Law.
4. Make Israel a state of Jewish citizens only.
5. Remove the “Reasonableness” doctrine.

(Also) Prohibit criminal proceedings against a sitting Prime Minister.



Protesters on Begin Road in

Tel Aviv, Jan 29, 2023

Protesters in front of the Israeli Knesset in

Jerusalem, Feb 20, 2023



Changes in the West Bank



Burned car and home in Palestinian 

village of Huwara after an attack on 

February 26, 2023.

Bezalel Smotrich,
Minister of Finance,
Administrator of the 
West Bank



Khaled Arara and his son Ali pose on 

the road leading to his hamlet that was 

closed by Israeli settlers, April 30, 

2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)

Damaged building following a 

raid on the city of Tulkarm in 

the occupied West Bank. © 

2023 Sipa via AP Images



National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir poses with members of the civilian 

security squad in Eilat after handing them each a weapon on November 15, 

2023. (Itamar Ben Gvir/X) 



Ben Gvir moves security from Gaza to the West Bank.



Israel and Palestine
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